STUDIES   IN   PROSE
that college is called a private eleemosynary
lay corporation. It was endowed by a private
founder, and incorporated by letters patent.
And in the same manner was Dartmouth
College founded and incorporated. Doctor
Wheelock is declared by the charter to be its
founder. It was established by him, on funds
contributed and collected by himself.
As such founder he had a right of visita-
tion, which he assigned to the trustees; and
they received it by his consent and appoint-
ment, and held it under the charter. He ap-
pointed these trustees visitors, and in that
respect to take place of his heir, as he might
have appointed devisees to take his estate in-
stead of his heir. Little, probably, did he
think, at that time, that the legislature would
ever take away this property and these privi-
leges and give them to others. Little did he
suppose that this charter secured to him and
his successors no legal rights. Little did the
other donors think so. If they had, the college
would have been, what the university is now,
a thing upon paper, existing only in name.
The numerous academies in New England
have been established substantially in the
same manner. They hold their property by
the same tenure, and no other. Nor has Har-
vard College any surer title than Dartmouth
College. It may to-day have more friends,
but to-morrow it may have more enemies. So
also of Yale College, and, indeed, of all the
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